[Palliative neurosurgical treatment of chronic pain following peripheral nerve lesions].
Pathogenesis of pain after traumatic or iatrogenic lesions to peripheral nerves as well as local and conservative therapeutic possibilities are briefly reviewed. If pain subsides or in the case of relapse with establishment of a chronic pain-state the therapy of choice consists in implanting a programmable neuro-stimulator with the electrodes placed near the dorsal sensory roots in the cervical epidural space for the upper extremities or along the posterior columns of the medulla in the thoracic epidural space for the legs. With a success rate for long term pain control of approximately 80% this reversible method which is well tolerated by the nervous system should always be considered for deafferentation-pain (neurogenic pain).